ASSISTANCE FOR CHILDREN IN PLACEMENT                       SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS


 2850 - SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS

	Minor Parent and Child in Care

JOINT DFCS AND DJJ CUSTODY


	The Title IV-E program allows a state to claim IV-E reimbursement for the costs of an infant living in the same placement as its minor parent. (Note: DFCS custody of the child is not necessary in this situation). If the minor parent has been determined IV-E eligible and reimbursable, the added cost of care for the infant living in the same placement can be reimbursed through the mother’s Title IV-E status. The infant does not have an IV-E status since there is not a separate judicial removal or custody into foster care. In order to claim reimbursement, the cost of care for both the minor parent and the child must be contained in one payment to the substitute care provider, and the child’s cost of care is assigned to the mother’s cost of care.  

If the child is removed from the minor parent and placed in a separate substitute care placement, the infant would be determined Title IV-E eligible and reimbursable. The child’s Title IV-E eligibility would be like that of any child being removed from his/her parent.

A child may be in the joint custody of DFCS and the Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ).

If DFCS has placement authority, see Section 2810 for application processing procedures.  

If DJJ has placement authority, see Section 2812 for application processing procedures.

NOTE:  The child cannot be IV-E reimbursable while placed in a Regional Youth Development Center (RYDC) or a Youth Detention Center (YDC).  Refer to Section 2860, IV-E Reimbursability.




	CHILD PLACED WITH RELATIVES

AUTHORIZING MEDICAID FOR AN OUT OF STATE AA CHILD RESIDING IN GEORGIA


	There are two types of relative placements, Relative Foster Homes and Relative Homes.

If a child is in a Relative Foster Home, the home has met the standards for a foster home and, therefore, a per diem is paid.  Treat the placement as any other approved Foster Care Home.

If the child is in a Relative Home, this means that DFCS has custody of the child, but Foster Care Home standards have not been met and, therefore, a per diem is not paid.  This is not a reimbursable placement.  Typically, the relative will apply for TANF and Medicaid for the child.  If an IV-E eligible child is moved from a Relative Home into an approved home, the child would then become reimbursable.

Medicaid coverage for a IV-E or State AA child is available in the state in which the child resides.

The IV-E or State AA per diem payments remain the responsibility of the state of origin, but Medicaid coverage is the responsibility of the state of residence.

Medicaid covered services for the AA child are based on the coverage available in the state of residence, not the state of origin.



	AUTHORIZING MEDICAID FOR AN OUT OF STATE AA CHILD RESIDING IN GEORGIA (cont.)

Request from Adoptive Family

                                  Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Step 4
	Follow the steps below to activate Medicaid for an out of state AA child residing in Georgia when the request comes from the adoptive family.

Verify that the child is a recipient of IV-E or State AA.  Use the current certified copy of the approved adoption assistance agreement from the state of origin.  Make a copy of the agreement for the Georgia file.

NOTE: The adoptive parents must be able to provide this agreement or other documents showing IV-E or State AA eligibility in the other state.

Establish that the child is under age 21.

NOTE: The child’s birth date on his previous state’s Medicaid card is sufficient or the written statement from the other state as to the child’s date of birth is acceptable.

Establish that the child resides in Georgia and document the date the child moved to Georgia.

Obtain the child’s Social Security number.

NOTE: The information may be obtained from the parents or the state of origin.

	                                Step 5

Step 6

AUTHORIZING MEDICAID FOR AN OUT OF STATE AA CHILD RESIDING IN GEORGIA (cont.)

Request from the Office of Adoptions
Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

GEORGIA AA CHILD WHO MOVES OUT OF STATE
	Determine Medicaid eligibility under the appropriate Adoption Assistance  Class of Assistance (IV-E or State).

Send Office of Adoptions Form 403 to the following address:

            The Office of Adoptions

            2 Peachtree Street, NW

            8th Floor

            Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Follow the steps below to activate Medicaid for an out of state AA child residing in Georgia when the request comes from the Office of Adoptions.

The Office of Adoptions will send a memorandum with the subject “Request for Medicaid ID # for Out of State AA Child Residing in Georgia”.  The memorandum will include whether the child is receiving IV-E or State funded AA, the name of the other State and identifying information on the child and adoptive parents.

Determine Medicaid eligibility under the appropriate Adoption Assistance  Class of Assistance (IV-E or State).

Complete the bottom portion of the memorandum from the Office of Adoptions and return to the address indicated in Step 6 above.

NOTE: Medicaid eligibility in Georgia begins the first month of Georgia residency, regardless of Medicaid status in the state of origin.

When a child receiving IV-E or State Adoption Assistance from Georgia moves to another state, the child’s Georgia Medicaid is terminated effective the month after the move.  Medicaid for the child should be applied for in the other state.


Use the following chart to determine financial eligibility and appropriate class of assistance for children in IV-E foster care.

	Chart 2850.1 Special Situations in IV-E 

	            IF
	THEN determine eligibility for the child

in the following order:
	AND determine financial

eligibility as follows

	an out-of state IV-E FC

child is placed in Georgia
	The other state is responsible for the IV-E FC determination. Refer to “Authorizing Medicaid for an Out-of-State IV-E FC Child Residing in Georgia. (Section 2815)
	N/A. The other state is responsible for the determination.

	a Georgia IV-E FC child is placed out-of-state
	IV-E FC. Georgia is responsible for initial and ongoing determinations and provides verification of this eligibility to GA SSCM who forwards the information to the state of current residence.

NOTE:  Process as any other IV-E FC case. Because the Georgia Medicaid card cannot be suppressed, have it sent to the SSCM for destruction.
	Initial eligibility requires an AFDC determination for AU from which the child is removed. Final financial determination is child only.

	
	
	

	a child enters FC under a voluntary placement
	1. IV-E FC. If eligible, this eligibility is for 180 days only unless a judicial determination is obtained within this time frame that states that continued placement is in the best interest of the child. If the child remains in care under a voluntary placement agreement beyond 180 days without acquiring a court order which states that continued placement is in the best interest of the child, the child would lose IV-E eligibility on the 181st day and for the remainder of the placement episode.

2. CWFC, then RSM

3. MN


	1. Initial eligibility requires an AFDC determination for the AU from which the child is removed. Final financial determination uses child only as an AU of one.

2. Budget the child as an AU of one.

3. Budget the child as an AU of one.


	Chart 2850.1 Special Situations in IV-E (cont.)

	             IF
	THEN determine eligibility for the child in the following order:
	AND determine financial eligibility as follows

	a child enters FC under a voluntary relinquishment of parental rights
	1. IV-E FC. A child in a pre-adoptive home due to voluntary relinquishment is rarely IV-E eligible.  See Section 2820, Legal Status for the exception

2. CWFC, then RSM

3.   MN
	1. Initial eligibility requires an AFDC determination for the AU from which the child is removed. Final financial determination uses child only as an AU of one.

2. Budget the child as an AU of one.      

3. Budget the child as an AU of one                          

	Trial Visit:  IV-E child is returned to the specified relative from whom he/she was removed.
	IV-E FC reimbursability is terminated but IV-E eligibility is retained during a trial visit of less than six months, or longer if the court orders a longer home visit. 

A new application must be filed for IV-E FC when the child returns to a foster care placement but AFDC eligibility does not have to be reestablished.

If the trial home visit extends beyond six months or the court authorized time period, and the child is subsequently returned to foster care, the placement must be considered a new placement and requires a new (initial) determination of all eligibility factors. The judicial determinations regarding contrary to the welfare and reasonable efforts to prevent removal are required.
	Budget the child as an AU of one                                     

Initial eligibility requires an AFDC determination for AU from which the child is removed. Final financial determination uses child only as an AU of one.


	Chart 2850.1 Special Situations in IV-E (cont.)

	IF
	THEN determine eligibility for the child in the following order:
	AND determine financial

eligibility as follows



	IV-E child runs away
	IV-E FC reimbursability is terminated but

IV-E eligibility is retained if the child returns within six months and the court order is still in effect.

A new application must be filed for IV-E FC when the child returns to a FC placement but AFDC eligibility does not have to be reestablished. (All other eligibility must be met.)

If the child is on runaway status longer than six months or the court order expires and the child subsequently returns to foster care, the placement must be considered a new placement, and requires a new (initial) determination of all eligibility factors. The judicial determinations regarding contrary to the welfare and reasonable efforts to prevent removal are required.


	Budget the child as an AU of one.                                        

Initial eligibility requires an AFDC determination for the AU from which the child is removed. Final financial determination uses the child only as an AU of one.


	Chart 2850.1 Special Situations in IV-E (cont.)

	IF
	THEN determine eligibility for the child in the following order:
	AND determine financial eligibility as follows

	IV-E child’s adoptive placement changes because of disruption, dissolution or removal.

Disruption:  The removal of a child(ren) from an adoptive placement after the signing of the placement agreement but before legal finalization.

Dissolution:  The termination/voluntary surrender of parental rights by the adoptive parent(s) of a child(ren) on whom the adoption has been legally finalized.

Removal from adoptive home:  The removal of the child occurs after the adoption is final.  The child is placed in the agency’s custody.


	IV-E FC reimbursability is terminated but

IV-E eligibility is retained.

A new application must be filed for IV-E FC but AFDC relatedness does not have to be established. (All other eligibility criteria must be met.)

If the removal of a child is from the adoptive home in which the adoption has been finalized, the child’s foster care eligibility is determined using the same procedures as when a child is removed from any other home and placed in the agency’s custody.  Forms 223 and 224 are required, and a determination is based on the child’s home of removal.  The adoptive parents are treated as the legal parents and their income and resources are considered in the IV-E eligibility determination.  If the parental rights are later terminated or if a voluntary surrender occurs, the policy applicable to disruption/dissolution would be appropriate.


	Budget the child as an AU of one



	IV-E child’s adoptive placement ends because of the death(s) of the adoptive parents.
	In the event of the death of the single parent in a single parent adoption or the deaths of both adoptive parents in two parent adoptions, the child retains their IV-E AA eligibility in a subsequent adoption.

A new application must be filed for IV-E FC, but AFDC relatedness does not have to be established.  All other eligibility criteria must be met.
	Budget the child as an AU of one.

	Chart 2850.1 Special Situations in IV-E (cont.)

	IF
	THEN determine eligibility for the child in the following order:
	AND determine financial eligibility as follows

	The mother of a child was AFDC eligible, the child was placed for adoption at 

birth, the adoptive placement fails and the child is placed in FC
	1. IV-E eligibility if the child is placed in FC within six months of the initial adoptive placement and a court order was initiated with the appropriate judicial language during the six months.

2. CWFC, then RSM


	1. Initial eligibility requires an AFDC determination for the AU (birth mother) from whom the child was removed. Final financial determination uses child only as an AU of one.

2. Budget the child as an AU of one.

	IV-E FC child has a child living with him/her and assistance is requested for the minor parent’s child.


	1. IV-E FC minor parent can apply for LIM for his/her child only.

2. Newborn if eligible

3. CWFC, then RSM


	1. Budget the minor’s child as an AU of one and include any contributions from the mother. 

2. N/A

3. Child and parent are included in the BG. The parent’s per diem must be included.



	IV-E FC child has a child living in a separate FC placement
	1. IV-E FC eligibility if all criteria are met.

2. CWFC, then RSM
	1. Initial eligibility requires an AFDC determination for the AU from which minor parent’s child is removed.  The IV-E budget is based on an AU of one (the minor parent’s child).

2. Budget the minor parent’s child as an AU of one.
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